
Volume 61 Issue 30 November  27, 2017 

 

Highlands Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 

Monthly Newsletter 
How Will We Know When the Savior Comes? 

–Author Unknown 

Once there was a monastery out in the country. It 
was an old, established religious community, but 
it had fallen on hard times. The number of monks 
had dwindled over the years as the brothers got 
old and died, or found they couldn't live under 
the vows. The monks that were left were barely 
able to keep the small gardens and tend the few 
chickens and livestock which barely allowed 
them to subsist, much less to help out the 
destitute in the area, of whom there were many. 
They hardly ever received a visitor, even from 
the nearby villages, and very rarely were given a 
donation to help their cause. It had been a long 
time since a young man entered their community 
as a novice. 

Their religion taught of the coming of a Savior, 
the Divine taking on human form, who would 
right all wrong things and make the world into a 
paradise for all of mankind. The monks came to 
believe that only the Savior's entrance to the 
world would save their little community, so they 
fasted and scourged themselves, and held long 
vigils, praying for a sign of the Savior's coming. 
Their communal meals were silent, their daily 
rituals were tinged with desperation, and the 
sermons they heard from their abbot focused on 
stamping out their evil desires and the shame 
they should feel. The monks were a miserable 
lot. 

One of the younger monks, who was still old, 
asked the abbot at the end of one sermon, "How 
shall we know the Savior when he comes?" A 
buzz of interested muttering and whispering 
rippled through the congregation: years had 
passed since any of them had asked or heard a 
question of real significance.  

The oldest monk in the community, who had 
been the leader but now was blind and lame and 
had to be led around by another monk, stood up 
and faced towards the other monks, and with 
upraised finger said, "Well, we really don't know 
when the Savior will get here, or what the Savior 
will look like when he or she comes." He paused 

for a moment as a louder buzz traveled through 
the congregation. The (relatively) young monk 
asked, "But how can we be sure we won't miss 
the Savior when he arrives?" The old monk 
replied, "To be sure we greet the Savior 
properly upon his arrival, we must treat every 
person as if he or she were the Savior." A loud 
murmur of conversation echoed where a 
formerly tomblike silence had so often reigned. 
As the monks were dismissed to their 
respective duties, they continued to discuss 
what they had heard.  

Somehow, a new day had dawned for these 
monks. The monks who were assigned the 
onerous duty of leading the oldest monk around 
now tended to his needs with a glad heart. 
Where the monks before had gone about their 
daily tasks in silence, now, in the gardens, the 
kitchen, the barn, and the small chapel, they 
said, "Can I help you, brother?" and "God bless 
you, brother." They stopped scourging and 
fasting so much, and started celebrating. The 
small chapel resonated with their songs and 
prayers. They practiced their rituals with 
precision and enthusiasm. The sermons now 
spoke of the joy of the impending Arrival. They 
put their hearts so much into greeting the 
Savior and caring for and serving each other 
that they forgot the troubles of their little 
community.  

Their gardens and livestock began producing 
more, so that they had a surplus they could 
share with the poor. As they became known in 
the towns for their generosity, the townspeople 
began visiting, and then sharing in their 
celebration. Donations came streaming in, and 
the monastery became known for its service to 
the needy. Young men came from distant lands 
to join their community. Soon, they had to 
make plans to raise up new buildings to house 
all the new members and oblates.  

When the oldest monk died, he was interred in 
the crypt next to his predecessors, with the 
epitaph, "Rest In Peace, until the Arrival of the 
Savior." One of the new novices asked the old 
abbot, who used                                                (continued….) 



Fellowship 15 

Crusader Class 

Dec. 3 JoAnn 

Dec. 10 Marie 

Dec. 17 Leon  

Dec. 24 Helen 

Dec. 31 Harry 

Thank you to LaDonna for opening the 
building and making coffee! 

December 1 Pam Dobbs 

December 6 Sco  Davidson  

December 12 Ma hew Whisennand 

December 15 Janelle Steen  

December 16 Marlene McMicken 

December 18 Wayne Thompson 

December 26 JoAnn Carlisle 

December 27 Ben Highland 

     to be one of the younger 
monks, "What will be different when the 
Savior arrives?" The abbot replied, "All 
people will treat each other with love and 
respect, and all our needs will be taken care 
of." The younger monk then asked, "But what 
will be the difference?" 

--- 

As I reflect on this story, I can’t help but 
wonder what our world would be like if we 
lived this way. This time of year, more than 
any other time, we see people acting a little 
more generously, smiling a little bit more, and 
being more forgiving of one another. Whether 
it’s the Christmas spirit, the festive activities, 
a little bit too much eggnog, or whatever the 
reason may be, it doesn’t seem to matter as 
much; I often just wish that this kind of love 
for one another would never go away. 
Perhaps, if we start living like these monks, 
we can begin with HCC and see what kind of 
life begins when we keep living this way 
beyond the holiday season.  

May your Christmas be merry, may your joy 
be full, and may your advent season be 
bursting with hope, peace, joy, and love—so 
much—that people can’t help but want to join 
you on the journey.   

Pastor Jonathan  

(….continued) 

December Children’s Moment 

December 3 - Tom Stephens 

December 10– The Children 

December 17– TBD 

December 24– Rev. Jonathan Brink 

December 31– Julie Futral 

December Worship Leaders 

December 3—Cindy Payne 

December 10– Rev. Rhonda Tracy 

December 17– LaDonna Durham 

December 24– Noel Pittman 

December 31– Elena Stephens 

Advent Candle Lighters 

December 3– LaDonna & Jackie 

December 10– Tom & Elena 

December 17– Norma & Anne 

December 24– Pat & Noel 

Christmas Eve– TBA 



 Serving: Sunday, December 3, 2017 

Elders at Table  
and Shut-Ins: 

Elena Stevens & 
Renee Bowen 

Offering Counter: Renee Bowen 

Lead Deacon: Adelle Read 

Lock-up: Patsy Collier 

Prepare Communion: 
Cindy Payne & 

LaDonna Durham 

Worship Leader: Cindy Payne 

Children’s Moment Tom Stephens 

CHURCH OFFICE 

214-348-2805 

Monday through Thursday 9:00 a-2:00 p 

 SENIOR MINISTER:  REV. JONATHAN BRINK 832-620-2000 

 ASSOC. MINISTER:  REV. RHONDA TRACY         214-649-4579 

 BOARD CHAIR  PAT PITTMAN         817-781-2043 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:   LORI MCCOMMONS              214-350-8125 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: CANDACE COFER  

Let us not forget those who are Homebound:   “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.” ‐Romans 
12:13 Sandy Borjes, Marion Goodrich (Presbyterian Village North), Betty Zelios, and John Kennedy (Lake 
Highlands Brookdale) 

Health Concerns:  “For, I was sick, and you took care of me.“  ‐ Matthew 25:36     Sandy Borjes, Gabby Iezzi 
(granddaughter of the Lester’s), Marian Walker (Mother of Renee), Buddy Pair (father of Terry Pair), Cin‐
dy Morrone (friend of Rhonda), Scott Nesbitt, Denise Acra, Gloria Clayton, Christopher Trauth (brother 
of George Trauth), Taffy Wehe  (friend of Chris Baumann), Larry and Cathy Patton, Sophia Revelis and 
Father, Chad Kane  (Extended  family of Adelle Read), Pam McShane, Bill Davidson, Kris Tinsman, Pam 
Dobbs, Larry Hughen, Don Clark (cousin of Mark Read), Kristy Studdar (niece of Pam McShane), & Cassia 
and Penelope Sanchez.  

 Non‐Health Prayers: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18   
Craig Davidson (son of Bill Davidson), & Craig Lyons (son of Irvin Lyons) 

Military: “Though  I walk  through  the valley of  the shadow of death,  I will  fear no evil,  for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” ‐Psalm 23:4 Bill Molnar  

Organizations in our property: “By wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established.” Prov‐
erbs 24:3      Bridge Club, Book Club, L‐Street Neighborhood Assoc., Bethel Ethiopian Church, Kindermus‐
ik, LHAECPTA, Mommy Manders, & Blackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier. 

Prayer Corner  
“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” —Acts 4:31 

Lori”s 

Music Notes 
 

 The Chancel Choir will sing the anthem 
“Love Came Down” this Sunday, December 3. 
Chancel Choir– we rehearse Thursday, 
November 30 at 7pm and also will rehearse 
Saturday morning December 3 at 10am. 

 The Highlands Bells will play the prelude “I 
Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” this Sunday. 
Bells– we rehearse at 8:30 Sunday morning. 
We will be playing in worship December 3, 10 
and 17. 

 All Church Caroling is Sunday, December 10 
at 4pm. If you have someone you would like us 
to carol– please let the office know. Everyone is 
welcome to carol with us– hopefully we will have 
enough to split into 2 or 3 groups.  

 Sunday, December 17 we will have our 
Christmas lunch. Please bring your favorite 
holiday salad, vegetable or dessert. Turkey, 
cranberry, & rolls will be provided. 

 
-Lori  



About Our People 

How great the choir looked today!  There were two 
members that we haven’t seen in a while---Larry and 
Dianne Lester—so good to have them back.  Also, 
welcome to Brian Miller! 

Our music was wonderful, The Chancel Choir sang “and 
the Highlands Bells played. 

Adelle Read and her daughter-in-law, Amelia, along 
with granddaughters, Elia and Christina had a fun girl’s 
day out this week. 

Elena Stephens said that they had harvested 70 
pumpkins this week from the school garden, and most 
of the pumpkins went home with the children.  Elena 
and Tom are looking forward to having their daughter 
Diana home for Thanksgiving.   

Ladies. If you can help, Patsy Collier announced a 
work day in our sanctuary for Monday, Dec. 4 at 9 A.M.  
We would like to clean and polish the pews to spruce up 
for the holidays.     

Our flowers, a beautiful fall plant, were given by Julie 
Futral this week. 

Amanda and Lea Pfeifer, and JoAnn Carlisle 
attended the Moscow Ballet performance of The Great 
Russian Nutcracker at McFarlin Auditorium on 
Saturday. 

Kathy Westfall’s family went to Memphis, TN to have 
Thanksgiving at the home of her grandson, Andrew 
Hess.  Meredith and Chris came from Fayetteville, 
NC, Kathy drove up with Kathy Ann, and D’lynn and 
Bob Irby and Will.  Alyssa Irby came from Omaha, 
Nebraska. The whole family had a wonderful time 
together. 

Marie Hallerman had Thanksgiving at the home of 
Brett and Donna Hallerman.  It was a great day with 
14 present for dinner. 

Flowers on Sunday were provided by Jackie 
Brummel—a beautiful arrangement. 

We had a lovely family visiting with us Sunday, many of 
you were able to greet them. 

Our music was wonderful Sunday.   The choir sang the 
beautiful “Come Emmanuel, Come.”  Lynn 
Witherspoon sang two beautiful solos, “Deck the Halls” 
and the very beautiful “Mary’s Song”.  Thank you to all. 

Patsy Collier had Thanksgiving on Sunday with her 
family. 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 
9‐12 a Quilters 
9‐11 a Kindermusik 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
4‐6 p Kindermusik 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 
7:00 p Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday, December 2, 2017 
9‐12 BPCA Open House 
10:00 a Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 
8:30 a Bells Rehearsal 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Hanging of the Greens 
11:00 a Hope Sunday 
7‐9 p Bethel Ethiopian Service 
1:00 p Brookdale Service 

Upcoming Dates 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
9‐12 a Quilters 
9‐11 a Kindermusik 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
4:00 p Kindermusik 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 
8:30 a Bells Rehearsal 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Peace Sunday 
4:00 p Choir Caroling 
7‐9 p Bethel Ethiopian Service  
Wednesday, December 13, 2017 
6‐8 p Spiral Walk 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 
11:00 a Christmas Cantata 
12:00 p Christmas Lunch 



Blackland Prairie 
Conservatory & Atelier 

White Rock Center of Hope is in need of 
“Holiday” food items. 

 WR Center is requesting any holiday items 
such as:  Boxes of stuffing mix, cranberry 

sauce, cans of pumpkin; and canned vegetables 
can always be used.     

MIKE’S KIDS 
It’s that time of year again!   

We have begun collecting for Mike’s 
Kids. Feel free to drop off either in the 
Narthex of the Sanctuary on the White 
Table, or bring them to the Fellowship 

Hall to the Stage. The following items are 
what they need:  

New Children’s Underwear, New 
Children’s Socks Small, Adult 
Clothing, Lamps, Light-weight 
Jackets, Rice & Beans, Kitchen 

Utensils, Pots & Pans, &  Toys (New 
or Gently Used) 

Christmas is coming and we are 
beginning to think about gifts.  Would it 
be fun to send a gift to an unknown 
child, in another country?  You could 
study the map and decide on a place 
and then begin to imagine what project 
would be of help.  

Think about it.  Study the 
possibilities.  Learn about the country 
you have chosen:  it's customs, 
climate, favorite food dishes, kinds of 
games the children play--you 
decide.  Parents, grandparents, and 
children plan the project now so you 
will be ready in time for Christmas.  Let 
us in the church know what you want 
to do 

I'm anxious to know what you decide. 

The outreach committee, 

Sue Bowen 

Jackie Brummel 

2018 NTA Leader & Learner Event 

Speaker:  

Terrell McTyre 
Minister for New Church Strategies 

Hope Partnership - Disciples 

 

Saturday 

January 27, 2018 

8:30 a.m - 3:00 p.m. 

East Dallas Christian Church 

629 N. Peak St. 

Dallas, TX 75246 

Outreach Corner 

 

BPCA’s first grade class created a 3d coral reef  
biome. 

The children 
chose their 
favorite biome 
to create their 
first science 
project.  

The children 
worked very 
hard on every 
little detail, 



Any family that did not receive a 2017 Highlands Christian Church Christmas 
Ornament from the Stewardship Campaign, please let the Church office know so we 
can get one to you!  If you would like any additional ornaments for friends and family, 

they will be available for a $5.00 donation to the church  
through December.   

 

Thanks, Stewardship Ministry Team. 

Save the Date 
 Disciples Women - Christmas 

Brunch 

Saturday, December 9, 2017 

Central Christian Church 
4711 Westside Dr. 

 Dallas, TX 75209-6021 
 

Registration: 10:30 a.m. 

R.S.V.P. by Monday, December 4th   

RSVP: Shelia Huffman:  214-797-5231 
or shelia0806@sbcglobal.net 

(Please provide name of church and 
how many women attending) 

October/November Service Project: 
Canned Food Drive 

 
Don’t forget to bring a count of how 

many items you collected to the brunch 
or 

email your report to Frankie Williams, 
Vice President/Service at 
frankiewilliams01@att.net 

Also, don’t forget to bring your filled 
stockings for the 

Juliet Fowler - Pearl Nordan Care 
Center to the meeting. 

If you are unable to bring them to the 
brunch please deliver them to 

 the Pearl Nordan Care Center by 
Sunday, December 10. 

Juliet Fowler  

Christmas Stockings 

Items Needed: 

 
-Purse size Kleenex 
-Socks with gripper soles 
-Scarves 
-Trinkets - no glass or sharp items - 

things like necklaces, brush, various little 

items that one might be able to use 
-Toothpaste - med size 
-Chocolate candy without nuts - small 
amount 
-Cotton gloves 
-Candy cane - 1 only 
-Lip balm 
-Puzzle book - seek and find variety 
-Adult coloring book with pencils  

 
Please put a Christmas Card in the top of  

each sock signed by your group or 
someone in the group - and the name of 
the church. 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2   

9-12 BPCA 
Open House 
 
10a Choir 

3 
Elders: Elena & 
Renee 
9:45a Hanging of 
the Greens 
11a Peace Sunday 
1p Brookdale 

4 
 

5 
9-12 p 
Quilters 
 9-11 a 
Kindermusik 
 
 

6 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
Elders: Tom & 
Kevin 
8:30a Bells 
11a Hope Sunday 
4p Caroling 
Bethel 7-9p 
 

11 
 

12 
9-12 p 
Quilters 
9-11 a 
Kindermusik 
6p DWM 
 
 

13 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
 
6-8p BPCA 
Spiral Walk 

14 
 
Choir 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Elders: Kathy & 
Anne 
11a Joy Sunday 
Christmas Cantata 
1p Brookdale 
Bethel 7-9p 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
9-12 p 
Quilters  
 
9-11 a 
Kindermusik 

20 
9-12 Book 
Review Club 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
 
 

21 
 
7p Blue 
Christmas 
Service 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Elders: Jackie & 
Julie  
8:30a Bells 
11a Love Sunday 
7p Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
Christmas 
Day 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 

31 
Elders:Noel & Pat 
11a Worship  
12:10p Choir 
Bethel 7-9p 

      

  

<—–——————   OFFICE CLOSED   ———————-> 



Psalm 94:18-19  
When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, Lord, 
supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your 
consolation brought me joy. 

 

Highlands Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

9949 McCree Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75238 

Sunday School at Highlands (9:45 AM-10:45 AM)  
Child Care is provided by a licensed child care professional. 

 

Children’s Class (Ages 4 years to 5th grade) meet in Room 105 to learn Bible stories through active learning.  Teacher: Rev. 
Rhonda Tracy 

 

Crusaders Class meets across from the kitchen. It is one of the vital small groups of our congregation. Each gathering begins with 
the group singing a hymn and praying together. Once a short business meeting is completed (which consists mostly of checking in 
on the group’s members), the remaining time is reserved for a Biblical Lesson.  Teacher this month is Mark Read. 

 
New Covenant Class meets across from the Fellowship Hall. This class is one of our fastest growing, and is currently studying 
“Paul: Apostle to All the Nations”. In addition to study and discussion, the group spends time in prayer and practicing spiritual 
disciplines together. Teacher: Grace Barber 
  

Balaam’s Donkeys meets in the old Quilter’s Room. This class is one that is always seeking spirituality. A fun, loving group that 
welcomes anyone who might be at any point in their walk of life or faith. Teacher: One Another 

 

Choir meets in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am just before service. The group provide an important ministry as they lead the 
congregation as we all sing to God during worship.  If you enjoy singing to God, the group would be blessed by you sharing your 
gift of music. Director: Lori McCommons 


