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Journeying Notes: On the Brink 
Life is Like a Leaf: Part Two 

A little over two years ago, I wrote an article that used a leaf in a metaphor. In the 
midst of winter, I have been reflecting on this metaphor again. I look outside and I 
see the lack of leaves entirely, and I begin to reflect on what it will be like as the new 
buds come back, flowers begin to bloom, trees begin to flourish, and grass turns a 
fresh, bright green once again.  

I don’t know about you, but it has felt like it was a difficult couple of years for us. But, I 
have to admit, that as we moved away from this past summer and into the fall, I felt 
a shift begin to move in our congregation. It has been a bitter winter, both 
metaphorically and physically. Lots of cold days, long nights, and high winds making 
it tough to be outside. But, Spring is on its way, and we are beginning to see some of 
those first fruits. To briefly remind you about what I said on leaves a couple years 
ago—here’s an excerpt: 

“Have you ever paused to think about the leaves that fall? Some of them fall when 
they are still beautiful and vibrant in color. They seem to be healthy leaves with bright 
oranges, yellows, and reds that dance upon the trees. This has been a particularly 
colorful fall that I can recall from recent history. Then, there are other leaves that 
hold on for a very long time. They seem to curl up, wither, and almost crush to pieces 
before they finally break off from the tree and fall to the ground. And still others, 
remain green. And even some of them too will fall as if they were never meant to 
change colors.  

“Life, in my opinion, is sometimes like these leaves. There comes a time when we will 
indeed no longer be alive. We will be stripped away from the tree of life and no 
longer be contained by the body that we once had. Some of us will still have green 
leaves that were ripped away far too soon. Some will be in the prime of our vibrant 
colors. And others will begin to have bodies that fail until our life slips away. At some 
point, we will break away from this tree and draw our last breath.  

“However, when the leaf falls it isn’t done. It isn’t immediately forgotten. The leaf falls 
to the ground painting it with the colors that were once in the trees. The leaf also 
eventually becomes the nourishment to the ground that can bring new life to the 
tree in the Spring when it grows new buds. It’s the circle of life. 

“Similarly, when we watch our friends and loved ones pass away, we grieve their loss 
to our tree. We see that our once colorful tree is seemingly bare. But, we don’t end 
here. Our bodies will fail, and perish. But the lives we leave behind, the remnants of 
what was our earthly life of love, hope, peace, and joy will be the nourishment that 
provides life to this tree in the Spring. What we leave behind that matters are not 
earthly treasures, but the life giving, God centered gifts that will leave an imprint on 
those of us that remain behind awaiting our time to fall as well.  

(continued…) 
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Let us not forget those who are Homebound:   “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.” ‐Romans 
12:13 Betty Zelios, and John Kennedy (Lake Highlands Brookdale) 

Health Concerns:  “For, I was sick, and you took care of me.“ ‐ Matthew 25:36   Gabby Iezzi (granddaughter 
of  the Lester’s), Marian Walker  (Mother of Renee), Cindy Morrone  (friend of Rhonda), Scott Nesbitt, 
Denise Acra, Gloria Clayton, Taffy Wehe (friend of Chris Baumann), Larry and Cathy Patton, Sophia Revel‐
is and Father, Chad & Steve Kane  (Extended  family of Adelle Read), Pam McShane, Bill Davidson, Kris 
Tinsman, Larry Hughen, Don Clark (cousin of Mark Read), Terry Raskinski, Lyn & Bill, John & Lee (Family 
of LaDonna Durham), Andy & Burr Cain, Adelle Read, & Brian Britt 

Non‐Health Prayers: “The Lord  is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed  in spirit.” Psalm 34:18   
Craig Davidson (son of Bill Davidson), & Craig Lyons (son of Irvin Lyons) 

Military: “Though  I walk  through  the valley of  the shadow of death,  I will  fear no evil,  for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” ‐Psalm 23:4 Bill Molnar  

Organizations in our property: “By wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established.” Prov‐
erbs 24:3      Bridge Club, Book Club, L‐Street Neighborhood Assoc., Bethel Ethiopian Church, Kindermus‐
ik, LHAECPTA, Mommy Manders, & Blackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 

Prayer Corner  
“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” —Acts 4:31 

Lori”s 

Music Notes 
 

 This Sunday, Feb. 4– Travis and 
Amanda Pfeiffer will sing our prelude. We 
are so lucky that they like to share their 
talents in our worship.  
 Highlands Bells, we rehearse at 
8:30am Sunday. We plan to play in 
worship again Sunday, Feb. 25. 
 Chancel Choir– we rehearse 
Thursday, Feb. 1 at 7:00, Sunday Feb. 4 
at 12:10 and Thursday Feb. 8 at 7:00. 
We will also be rehearsing immediately 
following the Ash Wednesday service on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14. Come join us in 
rehearsals now if you would like to sing 
our Palm Sunday cantata with us. 
 
-Lori  

Balaam’s Donkeys  
Fellowship 15 

Feb. 4 Tonia & Erik 

Feb. 11 Elena & Tom  

Feb. 18 Cindy & Kevin 

Feb. 25 Janna, Jeremy, & Brian 

Thank you to LaDonna for opening the building 
and making coffee! 

 



Calendar Of Events 
 
Tuesday, January 30, 2017 
9‐12 a Quilters 
9‐11 a Kindermusik 
Wednesday, January 31, 2017 
4‐6 p Kindermusik 
Thursday, February 1, 2017 
7:00 p Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, February 4, 2017 
8:30 a Bells Rehearsal  
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Worship Service 
12:10 p Choir Rehearsal 
1:00 p Brookdale 
7‐9 p Bethel Ethiopian Service 

Upcoming 
Tuesday, February 6, 2017 
9‐12 a Quilters 
9‐11 a Kindermusik 
Wednesday, February 7, 2017 
4‐6 p Kindermusik 
Thursday, February 8, 2017 
7:00 p Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, February 11, 2017 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Worship Service 
7‐9 p Bethel Ethiopian Service 

 

February 2   Pat Pittman 

February 5   Dianne Lester 

February 5   Elena Stephens 

February 7   Kim Brashear 

February 17 Penelope Sanchez- Tatum 

February 23 Denise Acra  

February 26 Jane Cross 

 

DWM 

Save The Dates 

CCSW DWM  

Leadership Conference 

March 2-3, 2018 

Lakewood Christian Church—Waco, TX 

Theme: “LEADERSHIP” 

Speaker: Rev. Kristen Jack 

 

CCSW DWM  

Regional Assembly  

June 22-24, 2018 

Radisson Fort Worth @ Fossil Creek  

Theme: “What the World Needs…” 

Keynote Speaker: Rev. Virzola Law 

Senior Pastor of Lindenwood Christian Church 
in Memphis, TN 

Join us for a special Lenten study 

For Lent this year we will have a common 
theme tying together our weekly sermon 
series and Wednesday night Stone Soup 

Supper Studies.  

It is hard to fit in one week all that happens 
during Holy Week. To aid us in our study we 
will take the seven days of Holy Week and 

spread theme over seven weeks. Beginning 
Sunday, February 18 we will look at The Day 

of Palms and each week continue working 
through the following days. 

You may want to pick up your own copy of 
The Last Week by John Dominic Croissan 
and Marcus Borg or feel free to stop by the 

office to pick up a scanned copy of the book. 
This book will serve as a study aid as move 

through our study of Holy Week. 



 Serving: Sunday, February 4, 2017 

Elders at Table  
and Shut-Ins: 

Jackie Brummel & 
Julie Futral  

Offering Counter: Kim Brashear 

Lead Deacon: LaDonna Durham 

Lock-up: Tonia Smith 

Prepare Communion: 
Meredith Brashear &  

Gray Bowen 

Worship Leader: Diamond Green 

Children’s Moment Kim Brashear 

 February Elders Schedule 

2/4 
Jackie Brummel & 

Julie Futral 

2/11 Noel & Pat Pittman 

2/18 
Mark Read & 
Kim Brashear 

2/25 
Elena Stephens &  

Renee Bowen 

 February Worship Leader Schedule 

2/4 Diamond Green 

2/11 TBD 

2/18 TBD 

2/25 TBD 

 February Children’s Moment Schedule 

2/4 Grace Barber 

2/11 TBD 

2/18 TBD 

2/25 TBD 

 February Offering Counter Schedule 

2/4 Kim Brashear 

2/11 Mark Read 

2/18 Kevin Payne 

2/25 Renee Bowen 



Week of Compassion begins 

Sunday Feb. 25th 

 Flower Ministry 

The Flower Ministry is going 
beautifully! Every week the church has 

flowers brought by someone in our 
church to bring some color and life to 
the altar. Thank you to all of you who 
have provided and have signed up for 

future Sundays! We are already 
booked through April 15th! How 

exciting! However, the list will be with 
Jackie or available in the Kitchen if you 
would like to sign up for another day!  

Our Disciples Women are selling Valentines that benefit  
Church World Service. 

Church World Service is an organization that responds in times of disaster 
with blankets, tents, & emergency items. Each year we contribute to their 

blanket fund. 

Send a card to a friend that says, 

“A donation has been made in your honor to Church World Service.  

Blanket the world with love.” 

Cards are $5.00 and will be available at church or call Betty Britt. 



 

“We never know when our time will 
come. The brush of the wind could 
call us home. Thankfully, those that 
have gone before us have created 
a healthy tree where we remain. 
May our lives (leaves), when our 
times come, leave behind them the 
same color, vibrancy, and 
nourishment for new life as those 
that have gone before us have 
done.” 

So, to come back to Spring—I can’t 
help but think of all those leaves that 
have fallen from the tree. I think 
about the nourishment that has 
been feeding the ground. I think 
about the colors that once filled 
trees, and I think about how hard 
the winter has felt. And yet, I can 
see Spring coming. I can sense the 
newness of life beginning to take 
hold.  

Do you sense it? Do you feel it? Do 
you see it?  

In the coming weeks we will hear the 
reports from the Stewardship 
Committee, and the Approval from 
the board and I believe the story 
tells us something about where we 
have been, where we are, and with 
God’s guidance where we are 
going. Spring may not be too far 
away, friends. Let’s prepare for the 
Spring time and endure these days 
of winter.  

May God be with you, filling you with 
Hope and Joy as we move towards 
the Spring.  

Pastor Jonathan 

(...continued) About Our People 
Beautiful music on Sunday!  The 
Highlands Bell Choir played “There is 
a Redeemer” and the Chancel Choir 
sang “Praise the Name of the Lord”—
very uplifting.   Lori’s playing of the 
Doxology during the Offertory was so 
great, but confusing to some of us as 
to when we should stand. We loved it, 
and next time we shall know. 

Adelle Read has not had surgery yet, 
because she must first have a 
nuclear stress test on Monday.  The 
surgery has been rescheduled for 
February 5.  Please pray for her that 
the test and surgery go well. 

Betty Britt says that Brian is 
improving each day, and he is 
thinking of going back to work soon. 

The lovely flower arrangement today 
was the work of Grace Barber. 

LaDonna Durham’s last aunt will 
celebrate her 100th birthday on 
Monday. 

On Thursday, Marie Hallerman, 
Helen Thompson and JoAnn 
Carlisle visited with Gloria Clayton 
at The Village on Lullwater.  She was 
happy to see us, and we were so 
glad we had a chance to visit with 
her.  Marie treated us all to 
hamburgers, fruit, and fabulous 
chocolate milkshakes from 
Picasso’s.  It turned into a fun 
party.  Gloria would love to visit with 
anyone from Highlands, and always 
says how much she misses the 
church. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal  

2 3   
 

4 
Elders: Jackie & 
Julie 
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11a Worship  
12:10p Choir 
Rehearsal 
1p Brookdale 

5 
 

6 
9-12 p 
Quilters 
 
 9-11 a 
Kindermusik 
  
 
 

7 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
 
 

8 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal 

9 
 
 

10 
 
10a BPCA 
Open House 

11 
Elders: Noel & Pat 
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11a Worship  
Bethel 7-9p 
 
 

12 
 

13 
9-12 p 
Quilters 
 
9-11a 
Kindermusik 
 
 
 

14 
Valentine’s 
Day 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
6p Choir 
Rehearsal 
7p Ash Wed. 
Service 

15 
 
7p Elders Mtg 
 
9-12 Ikebana 
International 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Elders: Mark & 
Kim 
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11a Worship  
12:10p Choir 
1p Brookdale 

19 
Presidents’ 
Day 
 
 
 
 

20 
9-12 p 
Quilters  
 
9-11 a 
Kindermusik 

21 
Book Review 
Club 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
6 p Stone 
Soup Supper 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Week of 
Compassion 
Elders: Elena & 
Renee 
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11a Worship  

26 
 

27 
9-12 p 
Quilters  
 
9-11 a 
Kindermusik 

28 
4-6 p 
Kindermusik 
 
6p Stone Soup 
Supper 

   

  



Psalm 94:18-19  
When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, Lord, 
supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your 
consolation brought me joy. 

 

Highlands Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

9949 McCree Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75238 

Sunday School at Highlands (9:45 AM-10:45 AM)  
Child Care is provided by a licensed child care professional. 

 

Children’s Class (Ages 4 years to 5th grade) meet in Room 105 to learn Bible stories through active learning.  Teacher: Rev. 
Rhonda Tracy 

 

Crusaders Class meets across from the kitchen. It is one of the vital small groups of our congregation. Each gathering begins with 
the group singing a hymn and praying together. Once a short business meeting is completed (which consists mostly of checking in 
on the group’s members), the remaining time is reserved for a Biblical Lesson.  Teacher this month is Mark Read. 

 
New Covenant Class meets across from the Fellowship Hall. This class is one of our fastest growing, and is currently studying 
“Paul: Apostle to All the Nations”. In addition to study and discussion, the group spends time in prayer and practicing spiritual 
disciplines together. Teacher: Grace Barber 
  

Balaam’s Donkeys meets in the old Quilter’s Room. This class is one that is always seeking spirituality. A fun, loving group that 
welcomes anyone who might be at any point in their walk of life or faith. Teacher: One Another 

 

Choir meets in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am just before service. The group provide an important ministry as they lead the 
congregation as we all sing to God during worship.  If you enjoy singing to God, the group would be blessed by you sharing your 
gift of music. Director: Lori McCommons 


