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HIGHLANDS CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ) 

C  O  E  
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

9:00 a Quilters 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

8:30 a Highlands Bells rehearsal 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 

11:00 a Worship Service 
12:10 p Chancel Choir rehearsal 

 
U  E  

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
9:00 a Quilters 

6:00 p Girl Scout Troop #7802 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 

7:00 p Girl Scout  
Area Leader meeting 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 
11:00 a—1:00 p Strawberry 

Chocolate Tea 

Monthly UpdateMonthly Update  
CHURCH OFFICE 
214-348-2805 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

 INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER:  REV. GARY SPEER    214-842-9682 

 ASSOCIATE MINISTER:  REV. RHONDA TRACY              214-649-4579 

 BOARD CHAIR:  CINDY PAYNE                            214-649-3130 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:  LORI MCCOMMONS                    214-350-8125 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  CLAIRE SCHMITT            

SERVING: SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2019 

Elders at Table  

and Shut-Ins: 
Betty Britt & Anne Price 

Offering Counter: Cindy Payne 

Lead Deacon: Meredith Brashear 

Lock-up: Laurie Nesbitt 

Prepare Communion: 
Brian Miller & 
 Jess McCord 

Worship Leader: Elena Stephens 

Children’s Moment: Kevin Payne 

Children’s Ministry: Renee Bowen 

MAY  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
LaDonna Durham   May 8 
Lori McCommons   May 8 
Marla Richardson   May 15 
Scott Peterson    May 28 



What  a wonderful  fun‐filled Sunday of  laughter 
we  shared  together  on  “Holy  Humor”  Sunday! 
Thank you one and all who participated! 

And yes! we have a new church mascot—this  is 
Rhonda’s  “Pollyanna” doll  (okay maybe not our 
new  church mascot—please  keep  Pollyanna  at 
home for Tyler to enjoy)—there is a story but you 
had to be here! 

Now on  to more  serious matters especially  this 
coming Sunday, May  5, as we share together in 
“A  Faithful Conversation” during morning wor‐
ship—this  will  be  my  voice  and  other  voices 
(hopefully, many voices by the time we are done) 
and hopefully, also this will be a “joyful” Sunday 
in its own right. We pray as many of us as possi‐
ble will be here for this “holy conversation.” 

And don’t  forget  the Chocolate Strawberry Tea 
on Saturday, May  11—11:00 a.m.‐1:00 p.m. Get 
your tickets! And we saw the beautiful quilts dis‐
played on Sunday—those  raffle  tickets available 
the day of the event. 

And then Sunday, May 12, Mother’s Day, as both 
Rhonda and myself will share the morning mes‐
sage. 

Sunday, May  19,  I will finally  take a Sunday off 
and Rhonda will be preaching—Kathy and  I will 
be in Kanas to celebrate the high school gradua‐
tion of our great‐niece. 

Sunday, May  26, Memorial Day weekend,  I will 
be in the pulpit. 

And then…Sunday,  June 2, the 60th Anniversary 
Celebration of Highlands Christian—“60 Years on 
the Hill:  Celebrate  the  Love.” Worship  at  11:00 
a.m. with a catered luncheon to follow. 

And  remember  also  on  Sunday,  May  5,  the 
North Texas Annual Assembly will  take place at 
East Dallas Christian Church—worship begins at 
3:00 p.m. The Rev. Dr. Larry Ross, our Area Min‐
ister, will  be  the  preacher.  I will  be  introducing 
him. 

This  really  begins 
our  celebration  of 
the 15‐year minis‐
try  of  Larry  here 
among  us,  and  a 
celebration  of  the 
18‐year  ministry 
of  Lyn  Robinette, 
Area  Administra‐
tive Assistant with 
more to come  lat‐
er  in  the  year. 
Both  Larry  and 
Lyn  will  retire  at 
the  end  of  2019. 
And we are grate‐
ful  for  their  faith‐
ful  service  here 
with  us  in  the 
North Texas Area.  I hope  some of our  folks will 
plan to attend. 

I will see you (I hope many of you) as we share in 

“a faithful conversation” this Sunday. 

 
In Christ, 
 
Gary 

 

 

“SPEER-ITUAL MOMENTS” 



 

CHOCOLATE STRAWBERRY TEA 

Highlands Chris an Church 

MAY 11, 2019 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Tickets: $12 in advance or $15 at the door 

Tickets for the Quilt Raffle:  
One (1) cket = $1.00; or six (6) ckets = $5.00; or 15 ckets = $10.00  

 

Entertaining us this year will be The Suncreek Strummers, sponsored by Suncreek UMC, consists of 
people from age 8 to 81 that meet Sunday a ernoons during the school year to learn the ukulele 
and sing songs. All are welcome to join regardless of age or playing ability. Their membership con‐
sists of several family member pairs that come to play and sing together.  You may remember see‐
ing  them not very  long again as  they have entertained us  recently!   The music  they play  ranges 
from 20’s to current hits with a  large dose of gospel mixed  in. They welcome the opportunity to 
play at church services, and at various senior facili es  in North Texas. They also  love  it when you 
sing along with them. 

Our global outreach is Bread for the World who are a collec ve Chris an voice urging our na on’s 
decision makers  to end hunger at home and abroad.   By changing policies, programs and condi‐
ons  that allow hunger and poverty  to persists,  they provide help and opportunity.   They have 

many programs to assist with ending world hunger such as Hunger programs, Policy Changes, Com‐
munity Ac on, Faith Ac on, Research and Partners and Coali ons.  So much more can be found at 
www.bread.org.   

Our  community outreach  is Threads of Hope  located  in Vickery Meadows.     Their mission  is  to 
equip  refugee women  to have  long‐term  success  through  voca onal  training, personal develop‐
ment and fair wages.   As we know, refugees are people who are forced to  leave their country of 
origin to escape war or persecu on, and due to such dangers cannot return. We will have a special 
speaker at the tea to provide more details as well as a shop where you can actually purchase items 
that they have sewn! 
 
As always, there are always plenty of shopping opportuni es for Mother Day Gi s so come early!!  
We will have jewelry, mosaics and Turner Woodworks so you won’t have to leave empty handed.  
If you have any ques ons, please call  the church at. More  importantly, make your  reserva on, 
BUY YOUR TICKET.  I can be reached at 214‐240‐2291 or email rbowen@smu.edu.  You can also 
call  the Church office at  (214) 348‐2805 and  talk with Claire who can send me your name and 
number of  ckets that you need to me. 
   

We look forward to seeing you on May 11! 



The BPCA School will hold a Garage Sale on Saturday, May 18, here 
at the church. Following is a letter from the Advisory Board Chair: 
 
 
The Advisory Board is looking forward to hosting the Inaugural BPCA 
Garage Sale. A key component of the sale, as you can imagine, is 
donations. We would like to get a head start on identifying what 

type of items we can expect to receive.   
 
All we need to know at this time is the item name, estimated retail price, quantity and condi-
tion.  Please provide this information to the church office and they will pass it on to me. 
 
In addition to our immediate community of families, we will be gratuitously accepting dona-
tions from families, friends, and community partners. If your neighbors, companies, or other 
affiliate organizations are willing to donate, we can provide them with a tax deduction form 
for their records.  
 
We will also be coordinating volunteers to help before, during, and after the event.  Our mis-
sion as a volunteer board is to help support the growth and success of this wonderful 
school.  We strongly believe this sale will bring awareness to the community at large and raise 
funds to support that mission.  We hope we can count on your support. 

Katrina Baker, on behalf of the BPCA Advisory Board 
 
 
We want to support this endeavor and are asking our members to donate items for the sale 
with all proceeds benefiting the school. 
 
If you have any items you wish to donate (do some spring cleaning perhaps), you can bring 
those items to church to help the school. 

MAY ELDERS SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Betty Britt & Anne Price 
May 12:  Mark Read & Kim Brashear 
May 19:  Gray & Renee Bowen 
May 26:  Kathy Westfall &  
    Jackie Brummel 
 
MAY FLOWER MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Rhonda Tracy 
May 12:  Noel & Pat Pittman 
May 19:  Anne Price 
May 26:  Mark & Adelle Read 
 
MAY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Renee Bowen 
May 12:  Grace Barber 
May 19:  Jackie Brummel 
May 26:  Kim Brashear 

MAY WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Elena Stephens 
May 12:  Dietrich Whisennand 
May 19:  Noel Pittman 
May 26:  Tom Stephens 
 
MAY CHILDREN’S MOMENT SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Kevin Payne 
May 12:  Pat Pittman 
May 19:  Lyn McMurry 
May 26:  LaDonna Durham 
 
MAY OFFERING COUNTER SCHEDULE 
May 5:  Cindy Payne 
May 12:  Kim Brashear 
May 19:  Mark Read 
May 26:  Kevin Payne 
 



BPCA UPDATE 
 

On behalf of the BPCA Board of Directors, Parent Advisory Board, and fac-
ulty, it is with our distinct pleasure to announce that Christine Lipschitz, 
MEd, has accepted the appointment of Blackland Prairie Campus Director. 
We are honored to have such strong leadership with a dedication to inno-
vative teaching and learning. With Mrs. Lipschitz's leadership and guid-
ance, our day-to-day operations and strategic plan will most certainly be 

dynamic, exciting, and trailblazing for North Texas. 
 
Mrs. Lipschitz's message to the community is below: 
 
 

Dear BPCA Families,  

I am honored to serve as your Campus Director this coming year! We recently moved from the 
southeast side of White Rock Lake to Lake Highlands and I came across BPCA when I was 
searching for a school close to home for our daughter, Natalie. I was thrilled when I read the de-
scription of BPCA online! As a former science teacher and avid hiker, I’m passionate about na-
ture and science education and know how difficult it can be to find schools that prioritize these 
areas. When I visited the school and saw the multitude of arts and loving, nurturing environment 
in addition to the nature and science aspects, I was sold! Being on campus, I immediately felt 
how special your school community is. While Natalie won’t be able to join the school for a little 
while (she is just a little over a year and a half), I am excited to join the BPCA school community 
this summer! 

I began my teaching career as a fifth-grade bilingual science teacher and after several years 
teaching in South Texas and South America, I returned to my 
hometown of Dallas and joined Uplift Education in 2009 at 
Peak Preparatory. There I served as a teacher, instructional 
coach and eventually vice-principal. After receiving my mas-
ter’s degree from SMU in Urban Educational Leadership, I 
was asked to open a new Uplift school in West Dallas as the 
founding principal. I grew the school to 550 students in grades 
K-5 in the four years that I was there and am so proud of the 
strong community of staff and families that we formed. Given 
the success of this campus, I was asked to open another new 
Uplift school in East Dallas, where I have been for the last two 
years as the principal of our wonderful PreK-3rd grade school 
community. This coming year will be my eighth year as a 
school administrator, and I am excited to spend this year 
learning and growing alongside your child and your family! 

I will be finishing up my year with Uplift Education through May, but am excited to begin getting 
to know you soon!  

 
 
 
Christine Lipschitz, MEd 
Campus Director  
  
 
 
 





The Men’s Ensemble opened the service with a 
great, rhythmic, “Holy Manna”.  Tom Stephens, 
Mark Read, Brian Miller, and Noel Pittman 
composed the group. 

Norma Gaisford will soon be traveling to Boul-
der, Colo., for her granddaughter Sophia’s col-

lege graduation.  Then, with other family members, they will go from there to Red 
River, N.M., to the family cabin.  She will be away about three weeks total.  

Last week, Bill and Lyn McMurry went on a wonderful trip to west Texas.  They 
spent time in Marfa, Fort Davis, and saw the McDonald Observatory.  The evening 
star show at the observatory, unfortunately, was too cold to enjoy.  However, Big 
Bend National Park’s views were spectacular.  It was so much fun to see Terlingua 
and visit the Ghost Town.  So much to do in west Texas! 

On Sunday afternoon, Travis and Amanda Pfeifer participated in their yearly pi-
ano recital.  It was Amanda’s first recital and she did very well.  Travis played two 
pieces (as did Amanda) and he did so well, also.  Of course, this is a grandmother’s 
proud observation. 

This was Holy Humor—Laughter Sunday and we were surprised. A number of our 
people participated in this fun event.  Rev. Speer, Rhonda Tracy, Terry Pair set 
the scene, led the way, and people enjoyed what followed.  Marie Hallerman told 
Rev. Geer that she was sure that he had been a standup comic before he became a 
minister. 

Some of our women went to Athens this weekend for a retreat. Several of them 
returned early for Sunday church, but some traveled that afternoon.  Participating 
were Pat Pittman, Betty Britt, Grace Barber, Rene Bowen, Kathy Westfall, 
Anne Price and several others. 

A beautiful service was held for Pam Dobbs on Saturday morning with Rev. Speer 
and Rev. Rhonda Tracy participating.  Rhonda sang for the service before she 
drove to Athens for the retreat. 

The Chocolate Strawberry Tea will be May 11.  Get your tickets, reserve your table, 
and support our tea whose proceeds are given to three different projects.  Espe-
cially, buy lots of raffle tickets for the quilts to support the Quilters.  Actually, most 
of the money earned from the quilts is given to the tea and different projects, al-
so.   See Rene Bowen for the tea and Betty Britt for quilt tickets, or call the of-
fice. 
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PRAYER CORNER  
 

“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled  
with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” —Acts 4:31 

Let us not forget those who are Homebound: “Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need.” -Romans 12:13—Betty Zelios, and John Kennedy (Lake Highlands Brookdale) 

 
Health Concerns:  “For, I was sick, and you took care of me.“ - Matthew 25:36 - Gabby Iezzi 
(granddaughter of the Lester’s), Denise Acra, Larry Patton, Kris Tinsman, Larry Hughen, Andy & 

Burr Cain, Carl, George Trauth, Jim Campbell, David Whisennand, Sheila Marable, Bill Davidson, Krystal (sister of 
Kim Brashear), Dan Patz, Deborah Lindsay, Lydia (friend of Meredith Brashear), Trevor Smith (extended family of 
Noble and Jane Cross), Donna and Don Bohlcke, Pam McShane, Valerie Stockman, Stacie Warner, Jan McCommons, 
Joe West, Mike Parsons (son-in-law of Pat Pittman), family of Todd Morris, Tina Hansen, family of Miriam (Kathy 
Westfall’s sister-in-law), the family of Pam Dobbs, and Kim Brashear’s neighbor Miss Lily. 
 
Non-Health Prayers: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18—
Craig Davidson (son of Bill Davidson), Craig Lyons (son of Irvin Lyons), and Hector V. 
 
Military: “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” -Psalm 23:4 Bill Molnar 
 
Organizations in our property: “By wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established.” Proverbs 
24:3 - Bridge Club, Book Club, L-Street Neighborhood Association., Bethel Ethiopian Church, Kindermusik, Girl 
Scouts, & Blackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.  

LORI’S MUSIC NOTES 
This Sunday (May 5), Lynn Witherspoon will be the guest soloist. 
 
Highlands Bells—we rehearse at 8:30 a.m. this Sunday (May 5).  
We will play again in worship on Sunday, May 12. 
 
Chancel Choir—we will sing the anthem, “He Hideth My Soul”, 
this Sunday.  We will rehearse following church this Sunday at 
12:10 p.m. before Brookdale. 

 
If anyone would like to supply special music in the next few months, please let me 
know. 

FELLOWSHIP 15 

Balaam’s Donkeys 
 

May 5—Kevin & Cindy Payne 
May 12—Brian Miller 
May 19—Erik Pfeifer 

May 26—Tonia Smith/Tom &  
Elena Stephens 

 
**Thanks to LaDonna for unlocking 

the doors and making coffee** 

Mark your calendars 
as the final DWM 
meeting of the year 
will take place on 
Tuesday, May 14, at 
6:00 p.m. at Denise 
Turner’s home.  

More details to follow soon... 



Psalm 94:18-19  
When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, 
Lord, supported me. When anxiety was great within 
me, your consolation brought me joy. 

 

Highlands Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

9949 McCree Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75238 

Sunday School at Highlands (9:45 AM-10:45 AM)  
 
Children’s Class (Ages 4 years to 5th grade) meet in Room 105 to learn 
Bible stories through active learning.  Teacher: Rev. Rhonda Tracy 

 

Crusaders Class meets across from the kitchen. It is one of the vital small groups of our congregation. 
Each gathering begins with the group singing a hymn and praying together. Once a short business 
meeting is completed (which consists mostly of checking in on the group’s members), the remaining 
time is reserved for a Biblical Lesson.  Teacher:  Noel Pittman. 

 
New Covenant Class meets across from the Fellowship Hall. This class is one of our fastest growing, and 
is currently studying “Paul: Apostle to All the Nations”. In addition to study and discussion, the group 
spends time in prayer and practicing spiritual disciplines together. Teacher: Grace Barber 
  

Balaam’s Donkeys meets in the old Quilter’s Room. This class is one that is always seeking spirituality. A 
fun, loving group that welcomes anyone who might be at any point in their walk of life or faith. 
Teacher: One Another 

 

Chancel Choir meets in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am just before service. The group provide an important 
ministry as they lead the congregation as we all sing to God during worship.  If you enjoy singing to 
God, the group would be blessed by you sharing your gift of music. Director: Lori McCommons 


