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Highlands Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 

      Calendar Of Events 

Tuesday, May 29, 2018 
9:00 a Quilters 

Saturday, June 2, 2018 
10am-12pm Kindermusik 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
8:30 a Highlands Bells rehearsal 

9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 

11:00 a Worship Service 
12:10 p Chancel Choir rehearsal 

1:00 p Brookdale 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

9:00 a Quilters 
6:00 p Girl Scout Troop #7802 

 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 

10am-12pm Kindermusik 
Sunday, June 10, 2018 
GRADUATION SUNDAY 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 

9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Worship Service 
Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

9:00 a Quilters 
7:00 p Elders Meeting 

Thursday, June 14, 2018 
Rev. Brink’s Last Day  

in HCC Office 

Monthly Updates 

CHURCH OFFICE 
214-348-2805 

Monday through Thursday 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

 SENIOR MINISTER:  REV. JONATHAN BRINK     832-620-2000 

 ASSOC. MINISTER:  REV. RHONDA TRACY       214-649-4579 

 BOARD CHAIR:  PAT PITTMAN                817-781-2043 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:  LORI MCCOMMONS      214-350-8125 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: CLAIRE SCHMITT  

Kelan Nesbitt  June 1 
Rhonda Tracy June 19 
Patsy Collier  June 23 

Beginning July 2nd, Rev. Rhonda Tracy, will be 

helping HCC in various capacities to fulfill the 

pastoral duties. If you have any pastoral care 

needs, please contact Rev. Tracy by her cell 

(214-649-4579) or email  at rhon-

da.tracy@wylieisd.net  

Also, please note for the month of June, stand-

ard hours to reach our church administrative 

assistant, Claire Schmitt, are Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday from 8:45am-12:45pm. If you 

have any needs or need to contact someone 

through the church office, please keep these 

hours in mind.  

Have you seen the updates to the church web-

site? Check out the new look at 

www.highlandschristianchurch.com We con-

tinue to update the website to help attract 

visitors and future members to Highlands 

Christian. If you have any suggestions on ways 

to improve our website, at this time, please 

contact Rev. Jonathan Brink.  

mailto:rhonda.tracy@wylieisd.net
mailto:rhonda.tracy@wylieisd.net
http://www.highlandschristianchurch.com


 

JOURNEYING NOTES: ON THE BRINK 
Transitions 

 

I’ve never been good at goodbyes. I would rather ignore the fact that something is com-

ing to an end than face the difficulties that come with transitions. I’ve joked with friends 

that I tend to prefer an Irish goodbye (leaving unannounced). Saying goodbye is just 

hard, particularly when you care about the people leaving.  

I’ll never forget leaving High School. It was so difficult. I didn’t even particularly care for 

High School. I was always bored in class, I was frequently teased, I didn’t have one group 

that I was incredibly close with, and most of my closest friends were at other schools. So, 

it surprised me when I got to graduation day and felt this urgent need to return to the 

hallways and spend more time with some of the teachers and fellow students.  

Perhaps, that’s the hardest part about transitioning—leaving the familiar behind to brace 

what lies next: the unknown. During our time of transition here at HCC, we all will have 

questions and worries. There is so much that is unknown. Many of you might be wonder-

ing: who will be the next pastor? What will they be like? How long will they stay? What 

will our ministries look like? Will we be okay? I, too, have some similar thoughts: What 

will this next church be like? Will they like me? What will our ministries look like? Will I be 

okay?  

It’s hard to face all these unknowns. During transitions, you’re forced to face the hard 

stuff: unknowns, goodbyes, tears, heartache, sorrow, and yet joyful hope as you imagine 

what lies around the corner.  

Scripture warns us in Ecclesiastes 7:10, “Do not say, “Why were the former days better 

than these?” For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.” It’s important to celebrate the 

past, but it is equally important to not be stuck in the past either. We are to live in the 

present and prepare for the future. God’s Spirit continues to call each of us, you and me, 

as we lean into the joy and love of God.  

So, during these coming weeks, I implore you (and myself) to know that it’s okay to 

grieve our loss. It’s okay if it’s difficult to say goodbye. But, it’s important to have a good 

goodbye. Because, though we won’t be working together, we are forever brothers and 

sisters united in Christ. Additionally, God will continue guiding each of us. We aren’t done 

yet, and though it will be difficult to step into the unknown, we can be certain that, “I 

know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 

Pastor Jonathan 



 

A special thanks to all of our congregation for contributing to the Flower Ministry for the last six 
months by placing arrangements for the worship services, donating money to buy the flowers, or 
donating materials for an arrangement. 

Tom and Elena Stephens 
Grace Barber 
Sue Bowen 

Norma Gaisford 
Pat and Noel Pittman 

Brian Miller 
Jackie Brummel 
Kathy Westfall 

Erik Pfeifer 
Lori McCommons 

Laurie Nesbitt 
JoAnn Carlisle 

Betty Britt 
Adelle Read 

Jonathan Brink 
Rhonda Tracy 

Anne Price 
Leon Lebkowsky 

Patsy Collier 
LaDonna Durham 

Harry Gray 
Marie Hallerman 

Helen and Wayne Thompson 

B 
lackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier (BPCA) had a wonderful school year, but they are offi-

cially out for summer! It only takes a quick glance at the field out back to see how much has 

changed in the last year. Over the last year, they have added a butterfly sanctuary, about a 1/2 

dozen planting beds, a tunnel that will be covered in vines, and a pumpkin patch that we are 

hopeful will grow new pumpkins this fall (just to name a few).  

You may not know this, but there are over 116 different species of plants found out back! How amazing 

is that? This school has brought so much to the property that it is difficult to imagine where we would be 

without them here with us.  

Speaking of all they have brought-- check out the photos! The lawnmower that we have had for ages 

has finally reached its end. It just had nothing left to give and, in one of the photos, you can see Jason 

and Tiffany pushing that old thing after breaking down (yet another time). So, they decided to purchase 

a new one! It's a beautiful yellow lawnmower and will help them better care for the back property along 

with their cohort, Mark Read, who also helps with caring for the lawn. We are so lucky to have BPCA as 

partners in bettering the Lake Highlands community.  

They are excited about this coming fall and new opportunities to be in partnership with Highlands Chris-

tian. Currently, there are plans being made to do some yard work out front (such as gardening around 

the sign) and to have a potluck together in the fall where we can share in good company and food.  

We both needed each other and continue to thrive because of the other. Through our partnership, may 

the Lake Highlands area be a continually improving community caring for neighbors and, certainly, chil-

dren.  



FELLOWSHIP 15 

Crusader Class 
  June 3 — JoAnn Carlisle 
 June 10— Marie  Hallerman 
 June 17— Helen Thompson 
 June 24— Leon Lebkowsky 
 

*Thanks to LaDonna for unlocking the doors and 
making coffee. 

 Serving: Sunday, June 3, 2018 

Elders at Table  

and Shut-Ins: 

Kathy Westfall & 

Betty Britt 

Offering Counter: Cindy Payne 

Lead Deacon: 
Dietrich 

Whisennand 

Lock-up: 
Cindy 

Whisennand 

Prepare Communion: 
Sue Bowen & 

Patsy Collier 

Worship Leader: Mark Read 

Children’s Moment Grace Barber 

Let us not forget those who are Homebound: “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.” -Romans 12:13—Betty 

Zelios, and John Kennedy (Lake Highlands Brookdale) 

 

Health Concerns:  “For, I was sick, and you took care of me.“ - Matthew 25:36 - Gabby Iezzi (granddaughter of the 

Lester’s), Marian Walker (Mother of Renee), Scott Nesbitt, Denise Acra, Gloria Clayton, Taffy Wehe (friend of Chris 

Baumann), Larry and Cathy Patton,  Chad Kane (extended family of Adelle Read), Bill Davidson, Kris Tinsman, Lar-

ry Hughen, Terry Raskinski, Andy & Burr Cain, Ginny Robinson, Shirley, Carl, Chris Baumann, George Trauth, Jim 

Campbell, David Whisennand, Bob Dobbs, Sheila Marable, Bill Davidson, Pat Barton, Mike Bobbitt, and Crystal 

(sister of Kim Brashear). 

 

Non-Health Prayers: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18 - Craig 

Davidson (son of Bill Davidson), Craig Lyons (son of Irvin Lyons), and all of the 2018 Graduates. 

 

Military: “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;  your rod 

and your staff, they comfort me.” -Psalm 23:4 Bill Molnar 

 

Organizations in our property: “By wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established.” Proverbs 24:3 -

 Bridge Club, Book Club, L-Street Neighborhood Assoc., Bethel Ethiopian Church, Kindermusik, LHAECPTA, Ikeba-

na, & Blackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.  

PRAYER CORNER  
“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled  

with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” —Acts 4:31 

LORI’S MUSIC 

NOTES 

On Sunday, June 3, the Chancel Choir will sing the an-

them, “Ride the Chariot.”   Pat and Noel Pittman will 

also provide the offertory for us.   

Chancel Choir— we will rehearse immediately following 

the worship service this Sunday until about 12:45 p.m.   

Highlands Bells — we will rehearse at 8:30 a.m. on Sun-

day, June 3.  Plan on playing again in worship on Sun-

day, June 17.  

Let me know if you would like to provide music this sum-

mer. 



June 3: Kathy Westfall & Betty Britt 

June 10: Jackie Brummel & Julie Futral 

June 17: Noel & Pat Pittman 

June 24: Mark Read & Kim Brashear 

July 1:  Tom & Elena Stephens 

JUNE ELDERS SCHEDULE 

JUNE CHILDREN'S MOMENT SCHEDULE JUNE OFFERING COUNTER SCHEDULE 

JUNE WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE 

AAABOUTBOUTBOUT   OOOURURUR   PPPEOPLEEOPLEEOPLE   
Last week was a busy one for Helen Thompson.  On Thursday, she hosted a bridesmaid luncheon at the 
Chocolate Angel for the young women who would be attendants at her granddaughter Kaitlin’s wedding. On 
Saturday, Kaitlin Hopkins was married to Marc Kelkar in an outdoor ceremony at a beautiful venue in 
Waxahachie.  Kaitlin is the daughter of Rob Hopkins who once was a member of Highlands Christian.   
Helen’s son, Rob, and his wife, Marilyn, live in Midlothian now where Rob is very active in his church. 

Marie Hallerman hosted her family at Tupinamba’s restaurant on Sunday to celebrate the birthdays of her 
two daughters-in law, Sylvia Hallerman, Clint’s wife, and Donna Hallerman, Brett’s wife. There were 13 in 
the party.  Later, they returned to the home of Chad Hallerman, Marie’s grandson, to visit and have dessert. 

Travis Pfeifer performed in his piano recital on Saturday in Plano.  He did so well, and we, of course, were 
all proud of him. 

Mark and Adelle Read took a week off to celebrate their 42nd wedding anniversary by driving to Orlando, 
Fla., to stay with a life-long family friend.  Mark played golf for three days while Adelle lounged in the pool 
and relaxed. On the drive to Mobile, Ala., they stopped and bought shrimp to eat while in Orlando.  They 
also stopped there again on the return trip to bring shrimp home.  They are happy to be home safely and with 
friends at Highlands. 

Bob Dobbs has received his final lab results and he is happy to announce that he is cancer free! Pam and 
Bob were in church on Sunday and hope to go to Idaho in a few weeks. 

Happy Birthday to Scott Peterson, who is celebrating his 41st birthday on Tuesday. 

Jackie Brummel traveled to Boston to see her oldest son and daughter-in law and grandchildren.  They  
traveled to East Northport, N.Y., to visit her second son and grandchildren.  On Sunday, they attended a 
breakfast for family and guest of the confirmation class. Jackie’s 14-year-old granddaughter, Kayley, was 
being confirmed into the Methodist Church after a year of study.  Each youth member had a table where 
they displayed special projects and interests.  One object that Kayley had was her sketchbook titled, “To 
Escape the Chaos”.  Jackie did not know she was an artist, and was impressed on how quite good she is. 

Amanda Pfeifer will be participating in her Kindergarten graduation at Rose Haggar Elementary School on 
Tuesday. 

Kim Brashear had a visitor with her on Sunday.  Kaitlin Kennedy was with Kim as her mother and father 
were at the vet with their dog. 

We were again happy to have Tim Brendler with us as he substituted for Lori McCommons.  He directed the 
Highlands Bells as they played, “God Bless the USA.”  The choir sang, “If My People,” with Noel Pittman 
as narrator.  Thank you all for the beautiful music. 

June 3: Grace Barber 

June 10: Tonia Smith 

June 17: Cindy Whisennand 

June 24: Rev. Jonathan Brink 

July 1:  Renee Bowen 

June 3: Mark Read 

June 10: Christopher Brashear 

June 17: Rev. Rhonda Tracy 

June 24: Kevin Payne 

July 1:  Gray Bowen 

June 3: Cindy Payne 

June 10: Kim Brashear 

June 17: Mark Read 

June 24: Kevin Payne 

July 1:  Renee Bowen 



 

Take a trip down memory lane! The photos you see here are about to be what remains from the old 

days of the education wing. As the school continues to grow and make the space new, it has come 

time to paint the hallway. Some of you were able to participate in a blessing of the building. As a 

part of that blessing, we thanked God for all the hands that helped build such a beautiful space 

down that hallway. We thanked God for the wonderful purpose that those walls served. And then, 

we thanked God for the renewed purpose that it continues to serve. Though things are changing, 

and it can be difficult to say goodbye to such beautiful artwork, we celebrate that God continues to 

do such good work. Thanks be to God for blessings of the past and thanks be to God for what will 

yet be.   


