
FELLOWSHIP 15 
Balaam’s Donkeys 

 
 August 5—Kevin and Cindy Payne 
 August 12—Tom and Elena Stephens 
 August 19—Erik Pfeifer 
 August 26—Brian Miller and Tonia Smith 
 

*Thanks to LaDonna for unlocking the doors  
and making coffee. 

Volume 60 Issue 28 July 31, 2018 

Highlands Christian Church  
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C  O  E  
Tuesday, July 31, 2018 

9:00 a Quilters 
6:00 p Girl Scout Troop #7802 
Wednesday, August 1, 2018 

3:00 p Kindermusik 
7:00 p Evening Prayer Group  

at Kathy Westfall’s 
Saturday, August 4, 2018 
10a—12p Kindermusik 
Sunday, August 5, 2018 

8:30 a Highlands Bells rehearsal 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Worship Service 

Deacon Meeting immediately 
following Worship Service 

Chancel Choir short rehearsal  
after worship service 
1:00 p Brookdale 

 

U  E  
Tuesday, August 7, 2018 

9:00 a Quilters 
Wednesday, August 8, 2018 

3:00 p Kindermusik 
7:00 p Evening Prayer Group  

at Kathy Westfall’s 
Thursday, August 9, 2018 

7:00 p Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Saturday, August 11, 2018 
10a—12p Kindermusik 
Sunday, August 12, 2018 
9:30 a Fellowship 15 
9:45 a Sunday School 
11:00 a Worship Service 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 

9:00 a Quilters 
6:00 p Girl Scout Troop #7802 

Monthly Update 

CHURCH OFFICE 
214-348-2805 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 SENIOR MINISTER:  TBA    

 ASSOC. MINISTER:  REV. RHONDA TRACY                    214-649-4579 

 BOARD CHAIR:  CINDY PAYNE                            214-649-3100 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:  LORI MCCOMMONS                  214-350-8125 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  CLAIRE SCHMITT            

Just a reminder that Blessing of 
the Backpacks is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 12, so you still 
have time to bring school supplies 
to fill the backpacks to be blessed 
in church.  We will try to deliver 
them by Aug. 17 to an area Lake 
Highlands elementary school.   

There will be a Deacon Meeting after Sunday’s Wor-
ship Service (Aug. 5) to elect a chairperson and two 
members for the Nominating Committee. 



A NOTE FROM PASTOR RHONDA 

We had a wonderful Fifth Sunday gathering this past Sunday – thank you to the Education Committee for plan-

ning the event and to Tom Stephens for his leadership.  Our group activity was to share the different ways that 
we can pray for Highlands during this time of transition.  So that everyone can pray together while we are apart 
from one another we wanted to share the list: 
 

·         Pray for the search committee 

·         Pray for the Interim minister that God is preparing for us 

·         Pray for God’s will for Highlands CC 

·         Pray that individual members of HCC will continue to participate (to be here) 

·         Pray for the settled minister that God is preparing for HCC 

·         Pray for ministry/outreach to Lake Highlands – increase community involvement 

·         Pray for new members with families 

·         Pray that we have church unity 

·         Pray for Rhonda – strength and wisdom until interim arrives 

·         Pray for members in need or ill 

·         Pray for the outside groups such as the Blackland Prairie School – that they be successful and grow 

·         Pray for future members and discovery of HCC 

·         Pray for financial security 

·         Pray for our property/building maintenance 

·         Pray for our elders and deacons 

·         Pray for our air conditioning units 

·         Pray for our individual Sunday School classes 

·         Pray for our choir/bells/Lori 

·         Pray that all that we do it to bring God glory 

·         Give thanks to God for the prayer warrior spirit at HCC 

·         Pray that we will be open and aware of what God wants for us 

·         Pray that we continue to be spirit filled 

·         Pray that we continue to be sincere and like a family 

·         Pray for vitality 

·         Pray for dedication 

·         Pray for generosity of time and money 

·         Pray for faithfulness 

·         Pray for the health of our members 

·         Pray for the organ to once again be part of worship – organ repair 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated and thanks in advance for the prayers offered up on behalf of our church. 
One thing was absolutely clear in our short time together – Highlands Christian Church values prayer. There is 
no greater gift we can give each other and Highlands than prayer. We will share the list each week in more 
"bite-size pieces" to make sure we cover all the requests in prayer. 

 

Honored to pray and serve with you, 

 

Rhonda 



LORI’S MUSIC NOTES 

AUGUST WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE 
August 5  Julie Futral 

August 12  Cindy Whisennand 

August 19  Grace Barber 

August 26  Tonia Smith 

 
AUGUST CHILDREN’S MOMENT SCHEDULE 
August 5  Cindy Whisennand 

August 12  Tom Stephens 

August 19  Kevin Payne 

August 26  Tom Stephens 

 
AUGUST OFFERING COUNTER SCHEDULE 
August 5  Renee Bowen 

August 12  Erik Pfeifer 

August 19  Cindy Payne 

August 26  Kim Brashear 

AUGUST ELDERS SCHEDULE 
August 5  Mark Read and Kim Brashear 

August 12  Gray and Renee Bowen 

August 19  Kathy Westfall and Jackie Brummel 

August 26  Kevin Payne and Julie Futral 

 
AUGUST FLOWER MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
August 5  Anne Price 

August 12  Kathy Westfall 

August 19  JoAnn Carlisle 

August 26  TBD  

This Sunday (August 5), Alaina Nel-
son will be our guest soloist.  Alaina is 
the sister of Terry McCoy, who for 
many years, was our accompanist.  
Alaina sings in a jazz group occasional-
ly at Free Man Café and at the Kitch-
en. 

For the next three weeks, you will have 
an opportunity to select your favorite hymns for “Requestfully Yours Sunday”.  Se-
lect two of your favorite hymns and those that are the most requested will be sung 
during worship service on Sunday, August 26. 

Highlands Bells—we will rehearse at 8:30 a.m. this Sunday 
(August 5).  Please be considerate of everyone’s time and 
arrive on time for rehearsal.  We may play during worship 
on August 12 if everyone is here. 

Chancel Choir—we will start with an abbreviated rehearsal 
schedule in August.  Plan to stay after worship service this 
Sunday (August 5) and August 19 for a short rehearsal.  We 
will also rehearse on Thursday, August 9, at 7:00 p.m.  We 
will be back in the choir loft in September. 





Betty Britt went with her family for their annual visit to Rosemary Beach, Fla., during 
the week of the Fourth of July.   Normally, they enjoy the beach, eating out, fireworks 
on the Fourth of July, etc.  However, this week was not a normal week for Betty.  She 
was struck down with the dreaded shingles virus. She was unable to go to the beach or 
do most anything.  Luckily, she had two good doctors with her (sons Brian and Steve) 
who  treated her.   On  the Fourth holiday, one of  them drove her out  to see  the fire‐
works display—it was her only fun thing she was able to do.  Unfortunately, they also 
vetoed her traveling on to New Mexico for the wedding of her grandson. 
 
Last week, Janelle Steen had a great lunch with all four of her children—Chuck Steen, 
Mark Steen, Denise Turner, and Michelle Hawes, as well as granddaughters Elizabeth 
and Hannah Joan Steen. 
 
Jess McCord along with his five brothers and their spouses gathered at Patsy Collier’s 
home on Saturday for a “mini reunion”.   One of Jess’ brothers  is a fisherman, and he 
provided a fish fry.  Good food and childhood stories were in abundance.  Jess also has 
a sister who was unable to attend. 
 
Thank you to  Jackie Brummel who created the striking  Ikebana flower arrangement, 
and to Sue Bowen who provided the flowers. 
 
Happy Birthday to Bill Davidson who celebrated his birthday on July 30.  HCC loves you, 
Bill! 
 
Renee and Gray Bowen were in church Sunday with their daughter, Mandy Ortiz, who 
is visiting from Tennessee. 
 
Marie Hallerman met with Brett’s family in Plano last Sunday to celebrate Josh’s birth‐
day.  He was 29 years old—(“I told Brett it was terrible when we have to fib about our 
kid’s ages.”) Donna’s mother and  sister and  family  from Durant, Okla., came  for  the 
day. 
 



Serving: Sunday, August 5, 2018 

Elders at Table  

and Shut-Ins: 
Mark Read & Kim 

Brashear 

Offering Counter: Renee Bowen 

Lead Deacon: Tonia Smith 

Lock-up: Adelle Read 

Prepare Communion: Sue Bowen & 
Laurie Nesbitt 

Worship Leader: Julie Futral 

Children’s Moment Cindy 
Whisennand 

Let us not forget those who are Homebound: “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.” -Romans 
12:13—Betty Zelios, and John Kennedy (Lake Highlands Brookdale) 
 
Health Concerns:  “For, I was sick, and you took care of me.“ - Matthew 25:36 - Gabby Iezzi 

(granddaughter of the Lester’s), Marian Walker (Mother of Renee), Scott Nesbitt, Denise Acra, Gloria Clayton, Taffy 
Wehe (friend of Chris Baumann), Larry and Cathy Patton,  Chad Kane (extended family of Adelle Read), Bill Da-
vidson, Kris Tinsman, Larry Hughen, Terry Raskinski, Andy & Burr Cain, Shirley, Carl, Chris Baumann, George 
Trauth, Jim Campbell, David Whisennand, Bob Dobbs, Sheila Marable, Bill Davidson, Pat Barton, Krystal (sister of 
Kim Brashear), the Brown family (extended family of the Reads), Kenneth Cecil and Deborah Lindsay. 
 
Non-Health Prayers: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18 - Craig 
Davidson (son of Bill Davidson), and Craig Lyons (son of Irvin Lyons). 
 
Military: “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.” -Psalm 23:4 Bill Molnar 
 
Organizations in our property: “By wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established.” Proverbs 24:3 -
 Bridge Club, Book Club, L-Street Neighborhood Assoc., Bethel Ethiopian Church, Kindermusik, LHAECPTA, Ikeba-
na, & Blackland Prairie Conservatory and Atelier.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.  

PRAYER CORNER  
“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled  

with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” —Acts 4:31 

As of July 2nd, Rev. Rhonda Tracy is helping HCC 
in various capacities to fulfill the pastoral duties. 
If you have any pastoral care needs, please con-

tact Rev. Tracy on her cell  
(214-649-4579) or email at  

rhonda.tracy@wylieisd.net. 

Also, please note for the month of August, stand-
ard hours to reach our church administrative as-

sistant, Claire Schmitt, are Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. If you have 
any needs or need to contact someone through 

the church office (214-348-2805), please keep 
these hours in mind. 

Jana Velasquez  Aug. 4 

Kathy Westfall  Aug. 9 

Betty Zelios   Aug. 9 
Lynn Witherspoon  Aug. 12 

Derek Muncy   Aug. 18 

Scott Nesbitt   Aug. 19 

Claire Schmitt   Aug. 20 
Laurie Nesbitt   Aug. 21 

Marie Hallerman  Aug. 24 

Larry Hughen   Aug. 25 





Psalm 94:18-19  
When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, Lord, 
supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your 
consolation brought me joy. 

 

Highlands Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

9949 McCree Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75238 

Sunday School at Highlands (9:45 AM-10:45 AM)  
Child Care is provided by a licensed child care professional. 

 
Children’s Class (Ages 4 years to 5th grade) meet in Room 105 to learn Bible stories 
through active learning.  Teacher: Rev. Rhonda Tracy 

 

Crusaders Class meets across from the kitchen. It is one of the vital small groups of our 
congregation. Each gathering begins with the group singing a hymn and praying 
together. Once a short business meeting is completed (which consists mostly of checking in on the group’s 
members), the remaining time is reserved for a Biblical Lesson.  Teacher this month is TBA. 

 
New Covenant Class meets across from the Fellowship Hall. This class is one of our fastest growing, and is 
currently studying “Paul: Apostle to All the Nations”. In addition to study and discussion, the group spends 
time in prayer and practicing spiritual disciplines together. Teacher: Grace Barber 
  

Balaam’s Donkeys meets in the old Quilter’s Room. This class is one that is always seeking spirituality. A fun, 
loving group that welcomes anyone who might be at any point in their walk of life or faith. Teacher: One 
Another 

 

Chancel Choir meets in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am just before service. The group provide an important 
ministry as they lead the congregation as we all sing to God during worship.  If you enjoy singing to God, the 
group would be blessed by you sharing your gift of music. Director: Lori McCommons 


